
National Supergrid

Connecting Australians to a zero-emission future
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Beyond Zero Emissions is committed to reconciliation. We 
support the Uluru Statement from the Heart, humbly accepting 
the invitation to walk with First Nations people towards a better 
future. 

We pay our respects to the elders past and present of all First 
Nations peoples across Australia, and acknowledge their 
connections to land, sea, and community. Sovereignty was 
never ceded.

Acknowledgement of Country
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National Supergrid is a nation building project.

An accelerated five-year plan to lay the foundations for a fast, equitable and 
prosperous zero-emissions Australia. 

Presented by Kelvin Wicks 
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Why a National Supergrid

The current federal government plans for electricity grid modernisation is an 

important starting point. Our research shows we can raise the ambition.

ー we can go faster and get closer in line with 1.5 degrees 

ー we can capture more economic growth potential 

ー we can aim for a nation-building plan.

Policy recommendation: accelerated investment plan to lay the foundations for a zero 
emission electricity system.
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The need for speed and scale

ー Coal generation withdrawing faster than 

announced

ー A double transformation is underway 

ー Cost of living / energy security                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

ー Export revenue is at risk.

    

National leadership is required to ensure that the right projects are invested in at the 
right time to deliver the highest benefits to all Australians.
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Five recommendations to build the foundations

1. Invest a minimum of $20 billion in grid infrastructure over the 
next five years

2. Prioritise grid upgrades to regional industrial ecosystems

3. Adopt a holistic approach

4. Embed social licence and community benefits as core 
principles

5. Accelerate the move towards 85% renewables by 2028 and 
target close to 100% by 2030



Beyond Zero Emissions  |  www.bze.org.au 7

The National 
Supergrid

Our National Supergrid 
proposal is the first 
holistic and future 
focused grid plan to 
transform Australia 
into a renewable 
energy powerhouse 
that delivers for all 

Australians.
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The Supergrid in the 
next five-years
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Transmission Backbone
— Delivering renewable energy to where it’s needed
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Renewable Energy Industrial Precincts
— Repowering our manufacturing and delivering future renewable 

exports
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Urban Areas
— Enabling the electrification of our cities
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Regional Australia
— Enabling regional and rural communities to share in the benefits
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Remote Australia
— Ensuring that no community is left behind 
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Best practice 
principles 
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| Best Practice 
Principles 
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Benefits

16



Beyond Zero Emissions  |  www.bze.org.au 17

1 | Increased 
energy 
security
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2 | Relieving 
cost of living 
pressures
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3 | Sustainable 
economic 
growth and 
supply chain 
security
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4 | Energy 
equity for 
rural, remote 
and First 
Nations 
communities

ー Energy independence

ー New economic partnerships and opportunities

ー Investment in distribution and microgrids

ー Remove dependence on diesel

https://www.originalpower.org.au/marlinja_community_solar_project https://farmersforclimateaction.org.au/farm-powered/ 

https://www.originalpower.org.au/marlinja_community_solar_project
https://farmersforclimateaction.org.au/farm-powered/
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Beyond the next 5 
years

21
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Beyond the next five years

Gradual easing of government spending/intervention

ー Once the foundations are set, government intervention can gradually reduce
ー Regulatory updates to the grid investment frameworks will also allow for a more hands off 

approach

The National Supergrid closes the gaps between current ambition and 

ー A mass electrification program 
ー A national Renewable Energy Industrial Precincts program. 
ー Clean commodity export industries 


